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His 


- To, the RevEREND 


Mr. William Sheffield. 


Dear STR, 


[ was at your 
1 Bb Requeſt, that I 
drew up and 
— preached, and 
now publith this Diſcourſe, 
upon Occaſion of the Death 
of your Excellent Father, 

A 2 whom 
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The Dedication. 
whom I greatly honoured 


Lying and dying. 
As it was out of his 
ſingular Reſpect to the 
Work and Office of the 
Sacred Miniſtry, Which he 
was himſelf ingaged in 
with ſo much Satisfaction, 
that he devoted you his 
Eldeſt Son to the ſame 
Service; ſo have you both 
in your Father and Grand- 
father that have gone be- 
fore you, ſuch admirable 
Examples to imitate, that 
am abundantly fatisfied 
your following them as 
they followed CHRIS T, 
cannot fail of rendering 
you a {un Bleſſing in the 
Church 


Te Dedication. 
Church of Gop. And as 
you and I (Sir) have 
herein the fame Happineſs, 
ſo-I think we cannot well 
wonder, if upon this very 
Account we have the more 
Eyes upon us, and find the 
more expected from us. 
May ve but plentifully 
partake of the ſame Spirit 
K Piety and Prudence, 
Catholiciſm and Charity, 
as was conſpicuous in our 
Progenitors, and though 
we may have our Exerciſes 
and Difficulties, yet we 
need not fear but we ſhall 
have our Comforts too, ei- 
ther here, or hereafter, or 


both. 


1 AM 


The Deda didation) 


IAN truly ſorry, that 
your Circumſtances in the 
Service wherein you have 
been ingaged, have hither- 
to been fo diſcouraging : 
And yet as your caſy 
Chearfulneſs under what 
is ſo apt to diſhearten, has 
been a plain Proof that no 


felfiſh Views or Regard to 


ſecular Intereſt influenced 


you in your Adherence to 
Nonconformity, ſo I can- 
not but hope, that the In- 
tegrity you have this Way 
ditcover'd, (which certain- 


ly muſt be upon Principle, 


or it is not to be account- 


ed for) will at length re- 
commend you to the Fa- 
vour 


* 
r I 
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vour and Eſteem of the 
more Conſiderate and Ju- 


vil 


dicious at the preſent, as 


well as ſecure you of an 
abundant Reward from a 
gracious Gop hereafter. 
Trar He that was the 
Gop of your Fathers, may 
alſo be your Gop and 
Guide, your conſtant Hel- 
per, and fixed Portion ; 
that he may remarkably 
ſanctify to you the Remo- 
val of your Aﬀectionate 
Earthly Parent, and help 
you to fill up his Room 
both 1n your own Family, 
and in his Church: That 


you together with your 


have the Bleſſings of your 
pious 


1 Brother and Siſters, may 


VIII 


The Dedication. 
pious Progenitors multi- 
plied upon you, according 
to the Tenour of Gos 
Gracious Covenant: And 
that your preſent Uſeful- 


neſs may be eminent, and 
your future Crown pro- 


portionable: Is the hearty 


Weſtminſter, 


Feb. 5. 
1725. 
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Dear STR 


Tour Reſpetful TI 1 


0 and Frother, and 


moſt humble Servant, - 
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Jos v. 26. 


Thou ſhalt come to thy 

Grave in a full Age, like 

as a Shack of Corn com- 
eth in his Seafan. 


FE, H O' Job who is the great Sub- 

ject of this Book was very emi- 
nent for his Piety, yet was he 
as eminent for his Trials and 


- 
LY» 
| L ef I 
* 
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Afflictions: Nor were they at 


FM AY] . . © . 
— all peculiar to him. Finding 


the Hand of Go n heavy upon him, he 
was full of Complaints. His Friends that 
came to comfort him, knew not how to 
bear with his Freedom, or make any Allow- 
ance for the Bitterneſs of his Spirit: And 
{o miſerably were they out in their No- 
tions, that they rather aggravated than leſ- 
ſened his Trouble, by their vehement Ha- 
rangues. Eliphaz, began the Attack, and 
tells him in the foregoing Chapter and ow; 

1 B at 
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That as far as he had obſerved, twas Sin 


and Wickedneſs that was the ſole Cauſe of 


Miſery and Deſtruction; whereas true Pie- 
ty led to a general Proſperity. If therefore 
os would be as happy as he now was mi- 
erable, this Counſellor gravely admoniſhes 
him to avoid Wickedneſs as what would be 
his Ruin; and. to be faithful and punctual 
in his Duty : And then he takes upon him 
to give him Aſſurance, that he ſhould not 
mils of being ſingularly bleffed of Go p. 
He tells him that upon this Condition, he 
ſhould be free from Trouble, have his 
Wants ſupply'd, be ſaved from common 
Calamities, and fearleſs in threatning Dan- 
gers: He ſhould be in League with the Stones 
of the Field, and at Peace even with the brute 
Beaffs: Whereſoever he pitched his Taber- 
nacle he ſhould be ſafe, and his Poſterity 
after him ſhould be numerous and proſpe- 
rous, and he ſhould be able to behold them 
with Comfort: And finally, he ſhould not 
dic a violent or untimely Death, but be 
carry'd to his Grave, as Corn into the 
Barn, when fully ripe and fit to be ga- 
thered. And in this, which is the Sum of 
what he had to ſay, he is very poſitive, 
and intimates that ſo alſo were his other 
Friends as well as he: And he ſeems to go 
ſuch a Length, as to put Fob upon con- 


cluding, that ſince it was ſo far from be- 


ing thus, that it was quite otherwiſe with 
lum, he might gather that he was a real 
Stranger to true Piety, and that he could 
have nothing of it, but a faint Appear- 
ance at the molt. - | 


I SHAN'T 
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0 LOT 


I SHAaNn'T, meddle with the other 
Things touched on; but that which is 
mentioned laſt, viz. the coming to the Grave 
in a full Age, is what my Thoughts will be 
at preſent confin'd to: and about this 'tis 
evident that Eliphaz, was out in his Reaſon, 
ing. For tho' Length of Days is in Wiſdom's 
Right Hand, and Holineſs of Life has an 
Aptneſs through the Divine Blefling to 
prolong our Days; yet neither is living 
to the moſt advanced Age a neceſſary 
Fruit of true Piety, nor is going down to 
the Grave more carly, any certain Sign 
that Perſons are quire deſtitute of it, or 
really worſe than their Neighbours, With- 
out ſtaying then upon Fliphaz's Reaſoning 


about this Matter, and the particular Ap- 


plication he puts Fob upon making of 
what he advances, which is not to be 
juſtity'd, it will be my Aim in my preſent 
Diſcourſe, to make ſome ſuch Reflections 
upon coming to the Grave in a hag Age, like 
as a Shock of Corn cometh in his Seaſon, as 
may be of common Uſe. And I hardly 
know a Subject of Meditation that could 
be more ſeaſonable in the preſent Juncs 
ture, when we are met together in the 
Divine Preſence, with a Diſpoſition I 
hope to make a right Chriſtian Improy- 
ment, of the Deceaſe of a faithful Ser- 
vant of CHRIST JESs, who having 
brought much Glory to Gon in the 
Courſe of his Life, and done much Good 
to the Souls of Men, (and that particu- 


larly in this Place of Worſhip in which 


2 ve 


11 


Prov. 114. 
16. 
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we are now aſſembled) is in the Courſe 
of this laſt Week gone to his Grave in 
this very Circumſtance. For I think we 
may as {afely fay of Good Mr. John Shef- 
field, as of any one of his Character, that © 
has in theſe Parts lately left this World of : 
ours, that he is come to his Grave in a full 
Age, like as a Shock of Corn cometh in hs 
Seaſon. 1 21 


Ir is an old Obſervation, that no Man 
is to be accounted Bleſſed or Happy till 
he dies. By that time, we have ſeen all 
that we can ſee concerning Men, but nor 
before: And no more then remains, bur 
the final Conſequence, which will ever be 
anſwerable to the Premiſes foregoing. Let 
Death come upon us when or how it will, 
if we die in the LoRD, our Happineſs is 
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0 ſecur'd; but not otherwiſe. And yet the 1 
Time and Seaſon as well as the Way and Tt 
| Manner of our Dying, and quitting the It: 
| Stage of this lower World, may have Ih 
| fomething in it that deſerves Obſerva- 0 


tion. It is fo particularly, as to comin 
z0 the Grave in @ full Age, upon which 1 
deſire you to accompany me in the fol- 
lowing Remarks. 


| I. WE muſt all of us without Exception 
| come to our Graves, at the Time and Seaſon, 
as well as in that Way and Manner, that 
the Great Gop, who is Lord of Life and 
| Death, has appointed us. As the Grave 
| b. 18 the common Houſe appointed | for all Liv- 
os. - which we are to enter upon, when 
| | we 
| 


Mr. John Sheffield. 


we quit our preſent crazy Tenements, ſo 
is the Time of our entring there of Go p's 


1 


3 


* own ordering. Tis He that turnetbh Man pi, xc. 
to Deſtruttion, and ſays, Return ye Children of 3. 


® Men. Ever y Man's Days are determined, 


* the number of bu Months are with GO p Job xiv. 


He had an Hand in our Conception and 
Birth, and appointed the particular Time 
* of our Entrance into this World; and 
there is to the full as much Reaſon that 
He ſhould have a Hand in our Death, and 
mark out the Time of our laſt Departure, 
after which we are to be ſeen here no 


but that He hath alſo number'd the Days 
of our Lives. And if a Sparrow doth not 
fall to the Ground without our F A- 
> THER's Order, we have very little Rea- 
: ſon to imagine, either that a Soul ſhould 
take its Flight up to Heaven, or that an 
humane Body which is naturally a Piece 
of his curious Workmanſhip, and which 
when ſanctified is the Temple of the Ho- 
IV Ghost, ſhould fall to pieces, and be 
crumbled to Duſt, and left rotting in the 
Grave, without his expreſs Commiſſion. 
He numbers our Days with great Exact- 
neſs, and has in his Infinite Wiſdom ap- 
pointed the Means to convey us one after 
another, out of this World. If one dies 
in Peace, and another is killed in War; 
one periſhes by Famine, and another 


i by a mortal ev nes "ot if one dies in his Job. xxi. 
F Full Strength, being wyHolly at Eaſe and Luier, 2 


while 


Hie has appointed his Bounds that he cannot paſs. 


= 


3 


more. Since He hath zumbered the very Matth. x. 
Hairs of our Heads, it is not to be doubted zo. 


4,25, 
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while hw Breaſts are full of Milk, and his Bone 
moiſtned with Marrow, and another dieth in the 
Bitterneſs of his Soul, and never eateth, with 
Pleaſure ; if one goes down to the Grave 
when he has ſeen but few Days, and has 
had but little Time to gain Experience, 
and another after he has made full Trial 
of every Thing that this World can afford, 
and found all to be Vanity and Vexation 
of Spirit; *tis according to the Orders ot 
our Heavenly FATHER. If we look to-the 
tragical Death of good King TFoſah, there 
appears nothing, ar firſt View, but the 
raſh Heat of Youth, - which carry'd him 
againſt all Reaſon, to fight with great 
Obſtinacy againit Pharaoh Neco the King of 
Egypt: But if we ſearch farther into the 
Matter, we ſhall ſee good Reaſon to adore 
the Wiſdom of Gon's Decree, which had 
determined the Removal of this Pious 
Prince into his eternal Reſt, before He 
took in Hand the Sword of Vengeance, 

therewith to puniſh his People for their 
toul Idolatry, By this Means He punc- 
tually fulfilled the Prophecy of Hulda, by 
whole Mouth He had expreſs'd himſelf in 
theſe Words: Behold, I will gather thee unto 
thy Fathers, and thou ſhalt be gathered into 109 
Grave in Peace, and thine Eyes ſhall not ſte 
ell the Evil. which I will bring upon this Place. 
Whereas on the other hand we are told as 
to Moſes, the Jewiſh Lawgiver, that he 228 
an Hundred and twenty Years old when he died, 


X xv. 7* and yet his Eye was not dim, nor bis natural 


Force abated ; Neither the Strength of his 


Body, nor the Activity of his Mind was 
diſcernibly 
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diſcernibly lefſen'd ; he could ſtill ſpeak, and 
write, and move, and walk as well, and 
his Underſtanding was as clear, and his Me- 
mory as ſtrong as ever. And this ſeems 
to have been given in to him as the Re- 
ward of his Services, and particularly to 
have been the Effect of his extraordina- 
ry Meekneſs. His being ſo hale and vi- 
gorous in ſo advanced an Age, was not 
merely from the Conſtitution of his Bo- 
dy, or his peculiar Manner of living, or 
the Skill of Phyſicians; but Go Db was 
pleaſed wonderfully to lengthen his — 
in order to the ſerving of his Purpoſes. 
David looking up ſeriouſly to Gop, cries 


15 


out my times are in thy Hand: And he ſeems Pal. 


ro have taken no {mall Comfort in that xxxi. 15. 


Thought. And we alſo inſtead of regret- 
ing it, ſhould be pleaſed with conſidering 
and obſerving that our Times alſo are in 
his Hands. And they being in his Hands, 
we may upon good Grounds conclude, 
that they are in the very beſt and ſafeſt 
Hands they could poſſibly be in: And 
that we ſhall not any of us go downto 
the Grave a Moment ſooner, or in any 
other Way and Manner, than all Things 
being conſidered 1s beſt, 


SOLOMON tells us that 0 every thing there Fceclef. 
is 4 Seaſon, and a Time to every Purpoſe under lil. 1, 2» 


the Heaven: And he particularly declares, 
that there is a Time to be born, and a Time to dic. 
Bur the Time is of Go p's ordering and 
appointing; and without him neither Ac- 
cidents, nor Second Cauſes of CRF INT, 
COU 
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could at all contribute to it, or have any 
Iufluence either to deferr or haſten it. 


IT. Ir Perſons quit this earthly Stage 
ever ſo ſoon, or while they are Any, 
oung, their Age 1s ſufficiently full if they do 

ut belong to Gop, and are but in a State 
of Acceptance with Him through the Me- 
diator provided, Let ſuch as really are 
the People of G op, for whom there is 2 
reſt remaining above in a better World 
die when they will, they die in a good 
Age; and it may in the ſame Senſe be ſaid 
that they die in a full Age too. Tho' they 
die and are cut off in the very Spring 
and Flower of Youth, yet their Age 1s 
full enough. They do not die before they 
are ripe. Whenever a pious Man dies 'tis 
Harveſt time with him. Let him with 
0 reſpect to Nature, be cut down while 
ö he's ever ſo green and tender, let him be 
; crop'd in the Bud or Bloſſom, yet with 


reſpect to the Grace of Gop, he never 
dies beſore he is come to Maturity. And 
| we may obſerve that Gop ſoon and quick- 
[ ly ripens thoſe his Servants, whom he de- 
| ſigns ſpeedily to bring down to the Grave. 
Eaſily can He *ſo work upon them by the 


i 

0 efficacious Influence of his Spirit, as that 
N however it is as to others, the Seeds of 
þ Grace ſhall in them remarkably ripen for 


Glory: Whereas wicked Men on the con- 


„ trary, tho they may be ripe for Deſtruction, 
5 are never ripe for Death. They are in 
, reality, as unfit and unready for it, tho 


; they have liv'd ever ſo long, as if FOE | 
f i a 5 
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had liv'd but a ſingle Day. 78 that 
the Providence of Gop ſhould not give 
any of us a long Life, if yet by his Grace 
we are but enabled to make a good Uſe 
of, and to be well ſatisfied with, the 
Portion of Time that 1s allotted us, we 
may well enough be ſaid to come to our Graves 
in a full Age. For that Man lives lon 
enough in this World, that has done his 
Work here, and is fit to be tranſplanted 
and removed. Such an one may ſay with 


Seneca the Philoſopher, upon good Grounds, 
(. am ſure upon much better Grounds than 
he could do) Vixi quantum ſatis eſt: I have 
had enough of Lite. He may with old 
> Simeon ſing his Nunc Dimittis, and ſay, Lord 
* now letteſt thou thy Servant depart in Nate. 
Though a Good Man ſhould not die old, 
yet he may be ſufficiently full of Days, and 


be ſatisfied with living in this lower World, 


and earneſtly long to be removed into 
a better Place, and to breathe in treer 
Air. In Gm. we have had a good 


Number of Perſons, that have parted with 
Lite betimes compared with others, that 
have yet had ſo much of it as to deſire 
no more. And! the Goodneſs of Go p 


herein 1s to be ador'd, and calls for our 


hearty Admiration and thankful Praiſe, 


III. To come to our Grave in a full, that 
is an advanced Age, is a Thing that natu- 
rally appears defirable to all Mankind. 
Where can we meet with any that don't 


23 wiſh, and long, and hope to hve to grow: 
old? We are for being as full of Days 


as 


17 
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as may be, before we come to lie down 
in our Graves, and take up our Lodging 
in the Houſe of Darkneſs in which we 
are to have our laſt Apartment. All of 
us are for coming as near as may be, to 

Pſal. xc. Threeſcore Nears and Ten, or Fourſcore ears, 

10. which is repreſented as the common Pe- 
riod or Standard of humane Life. When 
we read in our Bibles, of Abraham the com- 

Gen, xv, Bon Father of the I/raelites, that he died in 

7 g 4 good old Age, an old Man and full of Years, 

; and then was gathered unto his Fathers, bein 

an Hundred threeſcore and fifteen Years old; an 

of Iſaac his Son, that be was gathered unto 
his People, being old and full of Days, bis 

Days being an Hundred and fourſcore Years ; 

and of Fob that notwithſtanding all his 

Alfflictions and Sorrows, he died being old, 

Job. xIii. and full of Days; and of David, that he 


+ Oh on, died in @ good old Age, full of Days, being 


XXIX. 28, about Threeſcore and ten; we are na- 
turally apt to wiſh that it might be ſo 
alſo with us. There are ſcarce any to 
be met withal, but what reckon that a 
moſt heavy Curſe that was denounced 
againſt Eli, when he had offended Gop, 
who was told from the Lo R D, that 

1 11. Here ſhould not be an old Man in bis Houſe. 

31. This was very ſad! well might he be 
deeply affected! 


Geneſis 


XXXV. 28, 
29. 


To die old, moſt certainly in the Caſe 
of pious Perſons, has its Advantages. 
They that having been truly devoted to 
the Bleſſed Gop, have ſpent their Lives 
in his Service, when they come to be 

N advanced 


* 
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advanced in Years, are commonly wea- 
ried with the Toils and Cares of this Life, 
willing to die, and apt to long with 
great Earneſtneſs for the Reſt of the Life 
to come. In a premature Death, the 
Soul is as it were taken away unwillin 

ly, and Perſons are dragged or hurried 
to their Graves, without having their Con- 
ſent asked about the Matter: Juſt as it 
is ſaid to tht fooliſh Man in the Para- 
ble, who thought himſelf wiſe; thou Fool, 
this Night thy Soul ſhall be required of thee ; 
and thou ſhalt be forced to give it up 


Age, Soul and Body fall aſunder as it 
were willingly. When a Shock of Corn 
comes to be fully ripe, it readily yields 
„to the Sickle, So when pious Perſons 

die at a fall Age, they commonly come 
to their Graves quietly and with Eaſe. 
And to be ſure tis naturally very deſi- 
rable, that we mayn't any of us be laid 
in our Graves, till we are willing to die, 
and can lay down our Heads content- 
| edly, without being forced to it. 
| 
| 


WREN King Hezekiah was told by the 
Prophet Iſaiah, that he ſhould die and not live, 
we are told that he wept ſore, He had 
good Reaſon to be concerned, becauſe 

>} he was now in the midit of his Uſeful- 
* | neſs; For he had begun a Work of Re- 

N formation, which in all likelihood, if he 
had now died, would thro' the general 
Corruption of the People have fallen to 
the Ground. Beſides, had he at this Time 


e 


| 19 


Luke xii' 
20. 


whether thou wilt or no. But in a full 


2 Kings 
xx. 1, 3. 


C 2 | gone 


Pſal. zi. 


24. 


Pſal. 
xxxix. 13. 
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ne off the Stage, he would have died 
Childleſs, and ſo the Peace of his King- 
dom, and the Promiſe to David with re- 
ſpect to his Family, would have been in 
Danger. Upon both theſe Accounts he could 
not but be concern'd, to be ſo ſoon and 
ſuddenly called away : He moſt earneſtly 
begged a farther Reſpite, and his Prayer 
was. heard, and fifreen Years more were 
added to him. We fad alſo that another 
Good Man, (tho' who that was is hard 
to ſay) finding himſelf in no ſmall Dan- 
ger, made this his earneſt Requeſt to Gop, 
Take - me not away in the midſt of my Days. 
He begged earneſtly of Gop, that if it 
were his Will, he would ſpare him to do f 
him yet farther Service, and to be made N 
riper for Heaven. And we meet with a | 
like Requeſt from David, who when under 
ſome Death threatning Diſtemper, cries 
out, O ſpare me, that I may recover Streng ih, 
before I go hence and be no more. He made 
it the Matter of his Requeſt to the A- 
MIGHTY, that it would pleaſe him to 
raiſe him out of his low Eſtate, and con- 
tinue him yet a little longer upon Earth, 
till by his Grace he was rendered fitter 
for a Removal from hence: And. that he 
might to Advantage finiſh the Work of 
Life, before his Life came to an End, 
that ſo he might at laſt go down to the 
Grave with Peace and Comtort. And ſuch 
like Requeſts as theſe, when they arc 
tempered with due Submiſſion to D'S 


Diſpoſals, are moſt certainly e 
ble, 
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ble, either with reſpe& to ourſelves or 
others. | 


IV. To come to the Grave in a full Age, 
is in the Word of Go often repreſent- 
ed as no ſmall Bleſſing. It was promi- 
ſed to Abraham, as a Mark of God's ſpe- 
cial Favour to him, that he ſhould go to his Gen. xv. 
Father's in Peace, and be buried in a good Old 15. 
Age. And in the fifth Commandment of 
= thoſe Ten, which were given by Meſes to 
the Deſcendants of Abraham, a Promiſe 
Was given to dutiful and obedient Chil- 
= dren, that their Days ſhould be long in the Exod. xx. 
Land which the Lox D their GOD gave them, 12. 
It is therefore declar'd by St. Faul that this 
was the firſt Commandment with Promiſe ; and 
that Gor hereby intimated, that He was 
very deſirous hat it might be well with them, 
and that they might live long on the Earth. Epheſ. vi. 
And tho' ſome Difference muſt be allow- 2, 3. 
ed for, between the Times of the Old 
Tieſtament and thoſe of the New, with 
reſpect to Promiſes of temporal Bleſſings, 
yet ſtill they that out of Conſcience 
towards Gop, and a ſincere Affection 
to Him, keep this and other of his Com- 
3 mandments, may ſafely depend upon it that 
it ſhall be well with them, and that the 
hall live as long, and have as much 
+ Proſperity upon this Earth, as would be 
for Gop's Glory, and as He in his infi- 
3 mite Wiſdom ſees would be good for 
them: And what they may ſeem to be 
cut ſhort of upon Earth, ſhall be abun- 
dantly made up in that Eternal Life, and 
Heavenly 
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Heavenly Canaan, which Go D will not 


fail to beſtow upon them. And in ſuch a 
Caſe as that, we may very ſafely leave it 


to GoDp to chooſe for us. 


ON the other hand, not to live to ad- 
vanced Years, is in the Sacred Scriptures 
very commonly repreſented as a Curſe, 
and a Mark of Go 0's Diſpleaſure. Thus 
tis ſaid of the bloody and deceirful Man, that 
he ſhall not live out half hi Days : And as 
for ſuch as deſerve that Character, (Who 
are in reality the very worſt of Men) 
there being ſuch a Declaration as that up- 


on Record againſt them, we need not won- | 


der, often to find and have Occaſion to take 

notice, that they don't live halt fo long 
as Men live ordinarily ; and as they mighe 2 
have lived according to the Courſe of Na- 


ture, and as they themſelves expected to | 


live. Let a wicked Man indeed die when 
he will, he does not hve out half his Days. 
Either he is cut off before he has lived 
out half the Courſe of Nature, or before | 
he has lived a quarter of his Deſires : Ei- 
ther he lives not halt fo long as he might, 
or not a tenth, not an handredth Part fo | 
long as he gladly would. And therefore | 
whenſoever he dies *tis out of Seaſon. Ne- | 
ver did he keep Time or Seaſon with Gop : | 
And therefore Go p has no reaſon to 
mind or regard his Time or Seaſon, in his 
Dealings with him and Diſpenſations to- 
wards Nia: | 6 | 


'Twas| 
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"Twas wiſely ſaid of Solomon, Be not Eccleſ. 
wicked over-much ; for why ſhouldſ# thou die vii. 17. 


before thy Time? For tho' none can in one 
Senſe he before their Time, yet there 
are many that die before they: come to the 
natural ordinary Term of humane Life; 
and before they arrive at that full Age, 
which they otherwiſe might have reach'd 
before their Diſſolution. For either their 
horrid Wickedneſs awakens the publick 
Juſtice of the Land againſt them for the 
Common Safety ; or elſe the Divine Ven- 
eance for their enormous Crimes may ha- 
en their End, before it would other- 
wiſe have come upon them. Tho' none 
can die before GoD's Time; yet many 
die before their own Time: That is, they 
are called hence, before they are any way 
fitted or prepared for a Removal. And 
this is what we ſhould be afraid and dread 
the Thoughts of. But to hve out our full 
Time, is all along in Scripture repreſent- 
ed as a very valuable Bleſſing. 


AN D we may obſerve that in that great 
Reſtitution that is promiſed in Goſpel-Times, 
(which we mult ſuppoſe to be yet future, 
there not having been as yet any thing 
anſwerable to it in a raiſed Senſe, ſince the 
firſt Commencement of the Goſpel-Diſpen- 
ſation) this is mentioned as one great Pri- 


vilege, that there ſhould be no more there an Ii. Ixv. 
Infant of Days, or an Old Man that hath not 20. 


led his Days. Men ſhall then generally 
reach that full Age, which before was but 
| 8 the 
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the particular Lot of here and there one. 
And if the general reaching this be a great 
common Happineſs, (as the Prophet ſeems 

lainly to1nfinuate,) then its being in any 
eaſure reach'd by ſome particular Per- 
ſons, while this general Reſtitution remains 


ſuſpended, may very well be own'd a con- 
ſiderable Favour. ; 


V. SUucn Perſons as live in Sin and 
Wickedneſs, and continue doing ſo, let 
them reach ever ſo full an Age, are yet 
in a very unfit State to die, and be laid 
in their Graves. As it cannot be ſaid that 
every pious Man dies in a full old-Age, ſo 
neither can it be ſaid of a wicked An, 
that he is at all ſecured or relieved by 
living to an Age that is ever ſo full of 
Days. The Miſery indeed that awaits 
him is this way a little reſpited: He is 
kept out of Hell, and the Divine Ven- 
geance is ſtav'd off ſo much the longer: 
But when his allotted Time is come, he 
is rather worſe than better; having ſuch 
long continued Patience and Forbearance, 
which he has ſhamefully abuſed, to an- 
ſwer for. Though a Sinner be an Hundred 
Years old, and ſhould not come to his Grave 
till then, yet ſhould he be accurſed : And 
as much accurſed, as if he had died ever 
ſo ſoon, or ever ſo long before. Nay, he 
will be rather the more accurſed then, in 
that as the Apoſtle has expreſſed it, Deſpiſing 
the Riches of GoD's Goodneſs, and Forbearance, 
and Long-(uffering, not knowing, (or not duly 
conſidering) that the Goodneſs of Go p led 


him 
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him to Repentance, (and worked that Way) 
he after bis  bardneſs and jmpenitent Heart, 
ſpent all che Time, in treaſuring up Wrath 
unto himſelf againſt the Day of Wrath. 


Lr the wicked Man live ever fo long, 
he is neither full of living, nor ha 

dying. He 1s not full of hving; for he 
ſtill wants fomething more, and is for a 
farther Reſpite : So that if he were ſole 
Judge, his, Meaſure would: never be full, 
Take him at what Inſtant you will, you'll 
find him as hungry and thirſty after more 
Hime, and more Days, when he is ever fo 
> old, even as when he was a Child. He 
Can never ſay he 33 1 but would 
wWillingly live ſtill. And indeed, we need 
not wonder that that Man ſhould think 
it good to be here, who either knows 


not, or has no Hopes of, any better 2 
1 


elſewhere. He that has not ſome Ho 
ot everlaſting Life, is never pleaſed to let 


= go this preſent Life, never ful of it. It 
is one of the ſaddeſt Things in the World, 
ro ſee an old Man, that has ſpent all his 
Days in the Purſuit of Vanity and Folly, 


when he has no Strength of Body left 


to hve any longer, and his Spirits are 
quite ſpent and waſted, to have ſtill a 
titrong mind to live! Though if he could 
de farther reſpited, I cannot: ſee the leaſt 
Shadow of a Reaſon to believe or hope, 


that it would be to any better Purpoſe 
than he lived before TE” 


D AND 


26 


26 J Funeral Sermon for 


Ax p as a wicked Man tho never ſo 
old, is never. full of living, ſo neither 


Eccleſ. xi. can. he be happy dying. For in the Place 


3». 


Acts «xi. 


16. 


where the Tree falleth, there it (ball be. The 
Foundation of Happineſs thould have 
been laid before. [5 


VI. To live for a long Time here on 
Earth piouſly and uſefully and then come 
to the Grave in a full Age, is moſt certain- 
ly an unſpeakable * All muſt 
own it to be a great Mercy to the truly 
Pious, to live to a full Age, without ha- 
ving the Number of their Months or 
Days cut off in the midſt. Death comes 
at that Time the more ſeaſonably, and 
ſo is the more welcome: Even as Corn 
is juſt then cut down and houſed, when 
it is fully ripe. Till then it is ſuffered 
to Rand in the Field: But then it 1s not 
allowed to ſtand ſo much as a Day long- 
er, for fear leaſt it ſhould be ſhed and 
ſcattered. Atti | 


Wr Perſons are Old Diſciples as 
Mnajon of Cyprus was, of whom particular 
Notice is taken in the Apoſtolick Hiſto- 
ry, they are to be greatly reſpected. It 
is a very honourable Thing, to have been 
enabled by the Grace of GO p, to con- 
tinue long, even for many Years, in a 


regular Courſe of Duty, under manifold _ 
Trials and Temptations: To continue 
ſtedfaſt in the Faith, and Sores in Hope 
in Love, and 
growing more and more prudent and 
experienced 


well rooted and grounde 
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experienced, to a good old-Age, Such 

Perſons are really a goodly Sight; and 
to ſuch as have any thing of true Good- 
* neſs in them, it is pleaſant to behold 
them, whether Living or Dying. Such 
Perſons as theſe are Witneſſes for Gop 
in a degenerate World, and affecting 
> Proofs of the Truth and Reality of Re- 
ligion. They mightily recommend the 
Ways and Service of Gop to others, 
and are upon that Account to be the 
more highly valued. Ancient Teachers in 
the Church of Chriſt, that have been 
faithful in their Stations all their Days, 
are particularly to be much eſteemed. 
Vounger Preachers may be often more 
followed, becauſe of their greater Life 
and Vigour in Pulpit-work: But Older 
Miniſters are to be greatly valued, on 
the Account of their Prudence and Ex- 
perience. Hence it was that the Apoſtle. 
® ſeems to have reckoned it a fort of Re- 
* commendation, when writing to Philemon, 
he could ſtile himſelf Paul the Aged. Being Phil. vs. 
© ſo, he ſeems to have thought he ought to 9 | 
be the more regarded. | 


RL oe Q-05 r 
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WUIUENSOEVER the hoary Heal is found zn Prov. Xyi. 


11 * the Way of Righteouſneſs, tis really a Crown of 3": 
8. 2 Glory: Tis à wonderful Oenament. Old- 


It 1 Age 18 moſt certainly very. Venerable, i 
When a. Man's paſt Life has been truly) 


= vertuous and uſeful : And a peculiar Ho- 
1 _ Nour is due to thoſe, who have long 
been ſpending, their Time and their 


Strength in doing Good to Mankind. It 
; 4 | D 2 Keie 
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is unſpeakably better to be full of Grace, 
than to be full of Days. But to be full ot 
Days and Grace too, is peculiarly Vene- 
rable! To be full of Years, and at the 
ſame time full of Faith, full of Good Works, 
full of the Fruits of Righteouſneſs, which. 
are by Jesus, CRRIS x unto the Glory 
and Praiſe of God, is ſurprizingly Beau- 


tiful, and beyond, all the Comlineſs or. 


Sprigbtlineſs, or Acuteneſs of Youth.” That 


is a full Age indeed, that is full of Good- 


nels; And for Perſons to die in a full Age, 
when they are feady and ripe for Death, 


* 


cannot but be peculiarly comfortable and 


bleſſed. | 


DBZ a a 4 AG 52 1 uy 5 5 
VU, W x tx. Perſons come; thus to their 
Graves, in a full Age, like as a Shock. of Corn 
cometh in his Seaſon, I muſt own that for my 
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Part, I cannot ee. any great Ground or 
Room upon any account, tor Lamentation. 
+ 1 * that when Good King 
„ Chron... Foſah died, che Prophet Jeremtab lamented. 
v. 25.,for him, and all the Singing Men and Singing 
Women, ſpake of bim in their Lamentations :. 


- 
U 
= 


We are told indeed 


? 


XX XV. 25. For bim, an 


And it was not without good Reaſon: 
Becauſe he not only was an admirable 
Prince, but was cut off in the Morning 


of his Life, and. left the People that ſur- 
vived him in great Trouble and Perplexi- 


Acts viii. ty- We read alſo that devour Men carried 
2. Stephen 0 his Burial, and made great Lamen- 
tation over him: And neither was that with- 


out Reaſon ; For tho' he was. a Man of 


great intrinſick Worth, and like to prove 
a mighty Bleſſing to a wicked World, 5 
- — «A © 


— 


1 
a 
1 
1 


7 
7 
o 
1 
. 
4 
1 * 
a 
* 
de 
t. ", 
* 
4. 
tv bed 
34 
5 
TV, 
«I 
* 
2 


A 
11 


Mr. John Sheffield. 

he was treated moſt inhumanely and barba- 
rouſly, and his Removal was a great and 
common Loſs, becauſe he was well qualified 
for Service, and likely to be greatly Uſeful 
in the Church, both as a Deacon, and as 
= a Diſputant; and withal, according to the 
=> Courſe of Nature, there was a very fair 
Proſpect of his being ſo, yet for many 
Years, had he bur been ſuffered to hve un- 
moleſted. In ſuch a Caſe therefore there 
was room for Lamentation, and it muſt 
be owned to have been very proper. 


Bur when a Faithful Miniſter of Cys IST, 


or a Pious private Chriſtian, after many 


Fears continued uſeful Service, comes art 
® laſt ro hs Grave, in a full Age, like as a Shock 
of Corn cometh in his Seaſon ; to pretend to 


make great Lamentation, is a Thing that 


I cannot but account improper and unbe- 
coming: YTis a Thing for which there is 
no Occaſion, and *tis not to be juſtified: 
I think. we ſhould rather rejoyce , that 
> ſuch have finiſhed their Courſe well, and 
have got ſafe through all their Toil and 


Warfare, all their Combats and Conflicts, 
and are gone to the Poſſeſſion of the 


Rewards that are promiſed, and to re- 
ceive the Crown of Righteouſneſs, that was laid 
up, and kept in reſerve for them: And 
methinks, 18 that loved and eſteemed 
them the mo , ſhould rejoyce the moſt 
heartily upon ſuch an Occaſion. 


II js indeed an Ae Thing to looſe 
Men out of our 
World; 


Good and Holy and Uſefu 
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World; and to ſee them carried off by 
Death, when ſo many Uſeleſs Perſons ſtill 
ſurvive, and, we, have comparatively but 
very Few, of whom we. can have any 
Hope, that they will tread in the Steps 
of thoſe that are gone, and help to fill 
up their Room. On this Account, and 
with this View, I readily grant we may 
be well enough concerned for ourſelves 
when we meet with a Loſs of this Kind: 
We may be allowed to lament the Dege- 
neracy of the Age we live in, and to wiſh 
they were otherwiſe, and might grow bet- 
ter, But as for the Perſons removed in 
ſuch Circumſtances, we have more Rea- 
ſon by far for Joy than Lamentation, ha- 
ving good Satisfaction that after great Ex- 
erciſes, Fatigues and Difficulties, they at 
length are got to Reſt; and having ſown 
in Tears, are now reaping in Joy, to their. 
abundant Comfort. And why then ſhould 
we lament! _ Foxy +> xx 
I 6RAaNT, the Deceaſe of ſuch Pious 
Perſons as Mr. John or even Mr. James 
Tancway, who both of them died young ; 
and of Mr. Natbanael Oldfield, Mr. Thomas 
Kentiſh, and other ſuch-like among us, 
might decently enough be lamented ; ſee-* 
ing there was Reaſon to hope that their 
Labours might have been ſeryiceable in the 
Church of CHRIST for many Years, had 
but Gop been pleaſed to ſpare them: 
But who can pretend to take on fot the 
Death of ſuch an one as Good Mr. Jo HN 
SHEF FIELD, Who after great 100 


—_— _ OY "I — ed ,_ 
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i, Johin'Stefftela, 


for many Veats in his Endeavours to pro- 


mote the Common Salvation, is now at 
Reſt in the LorD, after he was worn 
our with Labour and Sorrow ! © | 


I canNoT I =_ confeſs pretend to 
ſay, but that it well enough becomes you 
that were the Children of the Deceaſed, to 
ſhew a tender and affectionate Reſpect, af- 
ter the Renioval of ſo Excellent a Father, 
in whoſe” Steps I hope you will carefully 
tread, and unto' whoſe GOD I hope you 
will carefully adhere, and then you may 
depend upon it, that your Father's Gop 
and your ownGop will bleſs you. | 


Ap as for you alſo, that were for ſo 
many Years the Beloved Flock of the 
Deceaſed, who had him fo long holding 
forth the Word of Life among you, to 
the Glory of the Great Go bp, and I 
hope allo much to your own -Spiritual 
Benefit and Advantage; you 1 muit own, 
would not be grateful to his Memory, 
ſhould you be altogether unaffeted ar 
his Removal. * 


Bur when a decent Reſpect is paid 
to him that is now gone, I think it high- 
ly becomes you to bleſs Gop and be 
thankful, that he whom you had ſo much 
Reaſon to value and honour while he 
continued with you, now reſts from all 
his Labour and Sorrow, and will have 
no more Complaints or Uncaſineſs, but 
is entred into Peace, and will N 

abide 
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abide to Perpetuity. You... muſt . alloW 
me To tell yau, that 1 would be very pre- 4 
poſterous, to lament him as loſt, who. 
where he would be, and has | reache 
his Heart's Deſire. He is ſafely lodged 
and houſed, our. of the. reach of any, far- 
ther Storms or Tempeſis, Trials or 'Temp+ 
tations. He is where he ſhall neither fin 
nor ſorrow any more: No. more will he 
tell of his. diſheartning 3 Pains and Ach- 
; nor will he have any farther Hin- 
ance. or Moleſtation in the Service of 
bis Go p and SAvloux. What do any 
of you then mean, to bewail, him as loſt, 
aho a: e bas found e 
was all along moſt ſet upon! Why ſhou 
ou harbour any Thing like a Deſire to 
keep him any longer here below, when 
his Uſefulneis was quite oxer, and ther 
was nothing but Labour and Sorrou, an 
the Shadow of Lite left, remaining; but 
at the ſame Time very comfortable Ho 
as to another Life! Dry. up your Tears; 
I beſeech you Sirs, in ſuch a Caſe as 
this, and ſpare them for thoſe Occaſion 
in which they will be more proper and 
becoming, and leſs liable to Cenſure. 


r, _ CY _ OE . ] © OO EPI 


Lou don't I believe. expect from me, 
who, appear at this Time before you at 
the, Requeſt of the Relatives of _ De- 
ceaſed, any large Encomium of him that 
is gone: He did not need it; nor do 1 
know any Occaſion. for it. And yet I 
could hardly forgive myſelf ſhould] be 
| 151973 flir bans 2265 0111. _ wholly 


* 
. : k 
n 


9 _ 
hyt 7” PHO HY Render gy er FAS © wk. AA. 937 «a 


1 


the 


eee neee ee eee 


Dr 


Mr. John Sheffield, 35 


wholly Silent: And therefore ſhall add 
Collowlnyg) U | 


On Deceaſed Friend Mr. Jonx SkEr- 
FIELD was the Son of Mr. William Sheffield; 


the worthy Miniſter of Ie in the County 


of Leiceſter, from which Living he was 
cjeaed, by the Ad for Uniformity, in 16623 
under the Preſſure, of which unhapp 

Act, the Son as well as the Father conti- 
nued Groaning all his Days. I have alrea- 
dy — io the World ſome Account 
of the Father , which I take this Occaſt- 
on frankly to own, was drawn up for me, 


and delivered to me, by this his Son that 
is now gone to reſt, who had the Spirit 
gof the Father in him. | 


I nave been informed that our Mr. 
Fohn Sheffield was deſigned for a Trade, 
and was ſent from Home upon Trial in 


Order to it: But his Inclination being 
5 e bent for Learning, he was never 
till 


4 eaſy 


he was remov'd, as he was in 
a little Time, that he might follow his 
Studies: And Go p who all along deſign'd 


| him to be an uſeful Agent in ſpreading 


the Goſpel of his Dear Son, ſo ordered 
it as that he had very good Aſſiſtance 


in purſuing his Studies, without going 
far for it, under the Tuition of Mr. 
* John Shuttlewood, who was ejected from 
* Raunſton in the ſame County of Leiceſter, 


but 


— * + x rom—_—y 


* Abridgment, Vol. 2. Pag. 421. 
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but liv'd afterwards in Nortbamptunſture, 
and was (I am informed) a very accep- 
table and uſeful Miniſter, not only in 
the Place where he laboured ſtatedly, but 
in the Country round about. And of 
this Mr. Shuttlewoad and his ; 
rings for Noncomformity, there is a prett 


great Suffe- 


large Account given in the ormiſts | 


mrth Plea for the Nonconformiſts , now *® 
above Forty Years ago. Tis the com- 
mon Apprehenfion o 
him, that this Mr. Shuttlewood was a very |} 
Worthy and Learned Man, and deferv'd | 
much better Treatment than he met with ' 
from an ill- natured World. He bred up 
a Few, (and it was but a Few) for the 
Miniſtry in the troubleſome Times he 
lived in; but was driven up and down Þ 


thoſe that knew 


from one Place to another, and not ſuf- 


fered to be at reſt. Mr. Sheffield follow- 3 
ed him in his ſeveral Removes, and pur- 


fued his Studies with great Diligence and Þ | 


Application, and in due time came out 
into the World, well qualiff'd for Mini- 
ſterial Service, wr on I 3908 © 


Arz his Entrance upon it, I am in- 
form'd, the firſt Place he was at for any | 
Continuance, was Temple Hall in Leicefter- * 
ſbire, where he was Chaplain to Mrs. 
Palmer, and there he married his Wife, 
and ſet up a Meeting for itated Reli- 
gious Worſhip, which he took Care to 
* | keep 
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keep up, as long as he continued in the 
Country, tho' he preached alſo at Ather- 
ftone in Warwickſhire, in Which Place he at 
length had his ſtated Abode. And he 
— „ (I am told) abundance of Pains, 
in making Excurſions from thence into 


F- ſeveral Parts of the Country round, where 


he preached frequent Week-day Lectures, 
in which his Labours were generally ve- 
ry acceptable and uſeful, and many found 
Cauſe to bleſs GO p for them, and do 
ſo to this very Day. He was called from 
thence into theſe Parts, upon the Death 
of Worthy Mr. Nathanael Vincent f, who 
had been a moſt ufeful Preacher and a 
great Sufferer, 1n this Borough of South- 


4 wark, And what fort of Perſon he was 
after his Removal hither, and what was 
the Doctrine that he taught, and what 


fort: of Life and Converſation he led a- 


3 mong you, and how GOD was 2 
to own him for the Good of Souls 


ou 
yourſelves beſt know, I fay then to Xt 


as the Apoſtle to his Hebrews, Remember Heb. xiii. 


him that had the Rule over you, who has © 


ſpoken unto you the Word of Go D, whoſe 


Faith follow, conſidering the End of his Con- 
der ſation. And thus doing, you'll meet 
him again - with Comfort at the great 


E 2 Hz 


* 


—— 


—— — 


. F Of him I have particular Memoirs in the 
Continuation of the Account of the Miniſters, Lec- 
turers, Gr. who were ejected or ſilenced after 
the Reſtauration in 1665, which is going ſhortly in- 
to the Preſs. | 
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HE was a ſubſtantial Scholar, and ſtu- 
died exceeding hard in his younger Years. 
he had very valuable inward Furniture, 
a good Stock of uſeful Knowledge, and 
a warm Heart, which is ever a vaſt Ad- 
vantage in miniſterial Service. He preach- 
ed as one that did himſelf believe what 
he delivered to others: And he ſhewed 
he truly did ſo, by the agreeableneſs of 
his ſtated Practice. He had ſtudied his 
Bible much, and was reckon'd by as In- 
genious a Gentleman as Mr. Jobn Lock 
(with whom he often had free Converſa- 
tion, when he was viſiting a Friend of his 
in Efex, who lived in his Neighboutrhood,) 
to underſtand it well, and to excell in 
explaining difficult Texts. He was ever 
much for Scriptural Divinity, and for 
making the Bible his only Standard: A 
great Lover of plain practical Preaching ; 


and ſhould that ever come to looſe its 


Credit among the Diſſenters, it may eaſily 
be prognoſticated it will be fatal to them. 
He was zealous for the Goſpel Doctrine 
of the Grace of Gop; but no Man 
could be more vehement againſt turning 
that into Wantonneſs. He was one of 
great Integrity and plain heartedneſs ; 
and never did I know a greater Enemy 
than he was, to any thing that looked 


like Diſſimulation, or double dealing. He 


was a true Moderate Nonconformiſt: And 
no Man could be more remote than he 
from being a Schiſmatick. For, he was 
always, for ſpeaking the Truth in Love; and 
be 9 never 
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never confined his Charity to a Party, 
but was for loving all that adhered to the 
common Head. He was much for Ca- 
tholick Cbriſtianity: And therefore did he 
the leſs reliſh the National Eſtabliſnment, 
and therefore was he the more content= 
ed to renounce the Emoluments of it, 
becauſe he thought it ſet up ſuch a ſort 
of Uniformity as hindred Unity, and turn- 
ed the National Church into a mere Par- 


ty. 


He could readily allow others to dif- 
fer from him, without his being in the 
leaſt diſpleaſed; and was a great Enemy 
to Jealouſies and Suſpicions, among the 
Servants of the ſame common Maſter, if 
they had not a plain Foundation to ſup- 
port them, or there was any way of a- 
voiding them. And therefore was he the 
more concern'd for the unhappy Heats 
and Animoſities there have been amon 
us, becauſe he was convinced they ha 
a natural and direct tendency, to eat 
out thoſe poor Remains of Piety and 
Charity we had yet left, which he thought 
it was our common Concern, in Intereſt 
as well as Duty, to preſerve and improve 
with all poſſible Care. 


Hz was a Man of Courage, and not 
to be frighted or daunted, where he appre- 
hended the Honour of Go p, or the Intereſt 
of the Souls of others was concern'd. He 0 
was alſo a Man of Prudence, and ma- 
naged his Affairs with Diſcretion, and 
75 without 
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without "Noiſe; to which he was ſo little 


inclind, chat he took this for his Motto; 
bene latuit, bene wixit. He was very 


thoſe that' were his Fellow-Labourers -in 
the fame Worſhipping Society, (Mr. 


oſhua Bi 
foes tary) but alſo to the Body of his 


was greatly reſpected. 


 *Txs well known that he laboured 
for * of the latter Lears of his 
er great bodily Diſorders, and 


Life un 


moſt Gerowfully complained of frequent [ 


Med the Skill of the 


the other out of his Lefr — 
former was ſmooth, and not ſo la 


lodged, and kept unſhogged, fo as not to 
come at the Neck of his Blad 


latter was roug 


kept open; it had ſeveral Protuberances, 


and a rough Spike of a conſiderable length, 


which 


agreeable in all reſpects, not only to 


= 
# 
4 
® 
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es formerly, and Mr. Henry Ren 


Brethren in the Miniſtry, by whom he 


nding, waſting, — Pains, which 

Phyſicians, and 7 
fo far prevailed, that no Means that 
could be uſed, afforded any great Relief. 
And this will hardly ſurprize any one, 
when I have added, that his Body being 
opened, there were taken from thence two 
Stones, the one out of his Bladder, and 
The q 
rge as 
ſome that I have ſeen, and if it was well 


der, it might | 
not ordinarily re him Pain : But the | 

and craggy, as well as 
very large, conſidering the Part from 
which it was taken: It filled up the whole 
Nlvs of the Kidney, and ſtopped a Paſſage 
that Nature required ſhould have been 
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which ran into the Ureter, which muſt 
needs occaſion him moſt exquiſite Pain and 
Torment. But in and under all, he was 
remarkable for his Patience, and the even 
Compoſure of his Spirit. Often when I 
have been in his Company, and asked a- 
bout his Welfare, he told me he was 
very bad, and in abundance of Pain, and 
Uneaſineſs: And he has many times de- 
clared this with a ſort of a Smile, which 
was an Argument of the great Serenity 
of his Mind. But as his End drew near, 
he ſunk under the Heavineſs of his Preſ- 
ſure, and his natural Spirits ſeemed quite 
to fail him. While he kept in Heart, it 
was his. greateſt Uneaſineſs to be wholly 


would complain that he was quite uſeleſs: 
But then he would recollect himſelf after- 
wards, and diſcover his Reſignation in 
Imitation of his Bleſſed MASTER, who 
when He was hardeſt put to it, ſaid, Fa- 


3 dher, not as I Will, but as Thou wilt. And 


at laſt, he reſigned his Spirit unto Go p 
that gave it, in the Seventy-third Year 
of his Age t, after he had been for Forty 
. js 4 | three 


* — * — CE" 


— 


f In the Certificate of his Ordination here pro- 
duced, he is faid to have heen ordained in 1682, 
and to have been then about Twenty-ſeven Years 
of Age, and ſo by computing he will be found to 
he but about Seventy, at the time of his Deceaſe : 
But a near Relation of Mr. Sheffeld's convinced him 
fome time before his Death that he was Three 


Years older, and that his Age was miſtakea in the 
Certificate. : ; 


* 
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three Years an Ordained Miniſter of the 
Goſpel . And ſo at length, accordin 
to my Text, he came to the Grave in 4 f. 
Age, like as a Shock of Corn cometh in his 
Seaſon. And it is a Thing to be admired 
at, that he held out ſo long. Cenſorinus 
ſaid of Ariſtotle the Philoſopher, who had 
very crazy Body, that it was more 
ſtrange he ſhould hve to Ins Cimacteric 
Year, than that he then died: And I 
think it may with equal Reaſon be 15 
0 


— 


le was Ordained in 1682, when Nonconfor- 
mity was in its loweſt Ebb, and thought by ſome 
to be effectually cruſhed, by the Severities that had 
been uſed againſt it. I ſhall here add the Certificate 
of his Ordination, which runs thus: © Foraſ- 
much as Mr. John Sheffi:id, aged about Twenty- 
© ſeven Years, hath addreſſed himſelf to us, de- 
** firing to be Ordained a Preaching Presbyter, and 
* hath exhibited to us ſufficient Teſtimonials of 
* his unblameable Life and Converſation, and of 
* his good Progreſs in Learning, and finding him 
** to he duly qualified and gifted for that holy Im- 
e ployment ; We have approved him, and upon 
the Day and Year hereafter mentioned, we have 


* + ſolemnly to ſer him apart, to the Of- 


ce of a Preaching Presbyter, and Work of 
** the Miniſtry, with Faſting and Prayer, and Impo- 
* ſition of Hands. In Witneſs whereof, we have 
* hereunto ſubſcribed our Names, the Twenty- 
ſeventh Day of September, in the Year of our Lord, 


ec 


« England, One thouſand, fix hundred, eighty- 
two. 


John Shuttlewood,, of Subly. 

Rich. Swynfen, of Barta. 
Z Matthew Clark, of Bouden. 
| Richard Southall, of Dadlington, 


according to the Computation of the Church of 
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of our good Friend Mr. Sbeſfield, that it 

is rather to be wonder'd' that he ſhould: 

live to Seventy- two; than that he then 
died. He now refts from bis Labours, and bit Rey. .-- 
Work gw bim. As for the written Works 13. 
that he has publiſhed; they are but few ||: 

But as for his Works and Labours, which 

he performed for CHR TSF, While he was 

here upon Earth, he is now enjoying the 

Fruit of them above, and will continue 

doing ſo; for ever and ever. Fx, 


THAT Imay at length then draw to 
the Cloſe of my Difcourſe, I ſhall only 
farther / add a few Hints and Admonitions, 
to Younger Perſons, and to thoſe that are 
Elder, and to all in common, And, 


1. IB EUI N with the Younger Perſons. 
Let me beg you to remember and conſi- 
der, that Death may come and cut you off 
in your Prime, long before you reach a 
full Age. Depend not therefore upon a 
long Life, but get ready to be gone from 
hence upon any Call or Summons, Be 

ou ever ſo {ſtrong or hale, yet ſhould 

oD withdraw irom you that Divine 

Vertue that ſuſtains you, you would ſoon 
pine and languiſh, and fink down into 
the Grave, from whence there is no re- 
turn, Conſecrate therefore the Firſt-fruits 


F of 


— » 
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L can't hear of any Thing he has publiſhed, beſides 
a TraQ, Intituled, Salvation by Grace; upon Epheſ. ii 8. 

ind a Sermon Preached to the Societies for Refor- 
mation of Mannets. 


4 .- Fantral- Hern fix ; 


of your Lite, and che Flower of your Days 
to Go p, and this wall be the beſt Way 
to make Old- Age, if ſhould live to it, 
peaceful and happy. Let it be your ear- | 
neſt Endeavour, even in this bdiling Age 
of Life, to wean-your Hearts and Aﬀec- 
tions from this. pteſent World, add - from 
all its deceitful Vanities and Pleaſures, that 2 
ou may find your chief Joy, and bighelk 2 
light, in a Holy Go D, and a Merciful 
Jr sbs. Feed not your Fancies with the 
Hopes of having r ears to ſpend in 
Eaſe and Comtogt: remember that 
there is no Part of Life that is free, from 
us Bvils and Croſſes, Cares and Unæaſt- 
neſſes. Forget not, that Green Fruit has 
ſometimes. a ſecren Worm that devours it, 
as well as the ripeſt ; and that freſh Bloſ- 
ſems have Prickles, as well as the full 
blown Roſes. Be aſhwed, you'll have lived 
ſuthciently, if you. do but live well, and; 
are at the ſame time prepared to die well. 
Be ready to glorify GO D both in Life 
and in Death, and then CAI Jrsus 
will be Gain to you, both While you hwe, 
and when you die, whether that be ſoon- 
. ont later. 7 1190: ] | : 
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2. As for you that, are advanced in 
Years, allow me to take this Oecaſion to 
put you upon conſidering foberly, that 
cho others often do die, yet you moſt 
certainly muſt do it, and that in a very 
little Time too. And are there not ſome 
of you, that have even. one Foot in 
the Grave already? And is it not then 

| din 


E 
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are out of CHRIST, and ranged Mom 
Him, it will be as much out f Seafon for 
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high time to prepate and get read 
another world? Tf 1 he Sale hr that 
your outward Mem de fo; Ekdtarour th that 
the in ward Man may be FEnewed * 
Day. Let your weak Yoales that 
down towards the Eaf th, into * 
are dropping, help to life up your 95 
towards Heaven, where only you can ſafe- 
ly ot comfortably dwell 'ro Perpetuity. 
emember that Grey Haits,- with which 
ſome of yout Heads are ' beſnow'd alrea- 
dy, are the Shame, and ſhould be the 
Sorrow of Old-Age, if they are not found 
in the Way of Ri Mrtonſpuſs. There are ſome 
of you, that will be at a foe?! e quickly, 
in a little Fime: An then yot 


Tim to come to you Graves, as at any 
Jy foregoing. Apply then to Him with 

U poſſible Earneftnelg and ſecure your 
Inrereſt in Him without Delay, for fear 
the Days of Darkneſs ſhould come and 
furprize you at unawares, and you fhonld 


find them to be many and doleful. And 
then, 


g. — Nx 1t highly concerns us all 
in common to take care to improve the 
Death of Elder Miniſters, who we ſee 
ever and anon dropping away from a- 
mong us. They are all of them going, 
Sies: Therefore improve any ſuch, the 
more carefully white you have chem. And 
when they are gone, think of the Good 
che y did While they wy with you, and 

2 be 
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be thankful: And think alſo of your qwn 
Unprofitableneſs - under them, and be 
humbled, as you have good Reaſon. , For- 
get not the Spirit they were of, and the 
manner of Life they led; and endeayour 
to keep the Reliſh of both, freſh and 
Tuts Borough of Southwark has had 
many Holy, Humble, Uſefol, Heaven 
Miniſters of CHRIST labouring in it, 
that are now at Reſt in the LoR D. 1 
beſeech you dread the Thoughts of ha- 
ving the painful Labours of any of them 
riſing up in Judgment againſt you another 
Day. But though Miniſters die one after 
another, yet the Herd of the Lox D abidetb 
for ever. That 1s ſtill the very ſame that 
3t was; and the ſame Gon has the re- 
ſidue of the fame SpIRIT, to make it 
effequal. The faſter Elder Miniſters die, 
pray you the more heartily for an Effuſion 
of his SPIRIT upon Younger Miniſters 
that come in their Place. You that wor- 
MP Gp ſtatedly in this Place, have 
eaſon to be thankful in this reſpec, 
that your Aged Paſtor deceaſed has ſuch 
a Succeſſor. Prize your Mercy, and im- 
prove it. Don't think Gop alters be- 
cauſe the Miniſter alters. When Moſes 
was dead, Go p was pleaſed to addreſs 
himſelf to Joſhua in ſuch remarkable Words 
as theſe: A I was with Moſes, ſo will I 
be with thee. GoD's Work muſt itill go 
on, and He will not be without ſome to 
do it. The Miniſters of each ſucceſſive 
| ; Generation 
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Generation enter into the Labours of the 
Generation foregoing : And He that was 
with the Predeceſſor will be with the 
Succeſſor, if he ſets to the ſame Work, 
in the ſame Spirit. One Generation of 
Miniſters goes after another, Some come 


to their Graves younger, and others in a 


fuller Age. and Go 5 ſtill finds ſome to 
riſe up in their Room. But as the Pro- 
phet declares with abundance of Solem- 
nity, Judah 
inhabited) for ever, and Jeruſalem from Ge- 20. 
neration to Generation. As GO 's Truth 
ſhall ſtill remain, ſo his Church ſhall con- 
tinue in the World, even to the End of 
Time: And all the living Members of 
that Church of his, ſhall be eſtabliſhed 
in their Happineſs to the utmoſt Ages 


of Eternity. And whoever they are that 


die, and are laid in their Graves, we both 
may and ſhould comfort ourſelves and 
one another with theſe Thoughts and 
Hopes, 


all dwell, (or abide, or be Joel iii. 
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BOORS publiſhed by the ſame Author. 

N Pradtical Diſcourſe concerning V 
\ With A Ceca Reference to Baprifn 


and the Lord's Supper. Second Editi- 
On. 


2. An Abridgment of Mr. Baxter's ; of 
his Life and Times, With an Account of the 
Miniſters, Sc. Who were ejected afrer the Re- 
ſtauration of King Charkes II. "Their Apology for 
themſelves, and their Adherents, containing the 
Grounds of their Nonc wy : Their Treatmmem 
in the Reign of King Charles, and King Fames ; 
95 ans after the Revolution: And = 1 pps - 
4 eir Hiſtory, to the paſſing o Bill again 
Occaſional Conformity, in 1717. The Second Edt 
tion: In two Volumes 8 va. 


3. The Inſpiration of the Holy Writings of 
the Old. and. New Teſtament conſidered. and im- 
proved. In Fourreen Sermons preached ar the 
Merchants Le cture at Salter-Hall. To which is 
added ay ſingle Sermon in Vindication of the Di- 
vine Inſtitution of the Office of the Miniſtry, 
preached ar rhe ſame Lecture. 


4. Thirteen Sermons concerning the Doctrine 
of rhe Trinity. Preached at the Merchants Lec- 
ture at Salter's-Hall, Together with a Vindi- 
cation of that celebrated Text, 1 Fohn v. 7. from 
being ſpurious, and an Explication of it, upon 
the Suppoſition of its being genuine: In Four Ser- 
mons, preached at the ſame Lecture. An. 1719, 
1720. 


5. God's 
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By the ſame Author. 


5. God's Concern for his Glory in the Bri- 


6 ies; And the Securiry of Chriſts Church 


from the Gates of Hell: In Three Sermons at 
the Merchants Lecture in Salter's-Hall. 


6. A Letter to Mr. Archdeacon Echard, upon 
Occaſion of his Hiſtory of England: Wherein the 
true Principles of the Revolution are defended ; 
the Whigs and Diſſenters vindicated ; ſeveral Per- 
ſons of Diſtinction cleared from Aſperſions; and 
a Number of Hiſtorical Miſtakes rectified, The 
Third Edition. 


7. The Church and the Difſenters compared, as 
ro Perſecution : In ſome Remarks on Dr. Walker's 
Attempt to recover the Names and Sufferings of 
the Clergy that were Sequeftred, Sc. between 


1640, and 1660. | 
8. The Miniſtry of the Diſſenters Vindicated: 


In an Ordination Sermon Preached at Ailabury, in 
the County of Bucks ; on June 11. 1724. To 
which is added, A Letter to the Author of a Pam- 


phler Intituled, The Miniſtry of Diſſenters proved 


to be Null and Void, from Scripture and An- 
tiquity. 


9. A Funeral Sermon for the late Reverend 
Mr John Sbeſſield, Miniſter of che Goſpel in South- 


' Wark. 
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